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Peter Crockett will facilitate a discussion of Peace based on a quotation from Lakota 
Elder Black Elk: 
 
"I wish to mention here, that through these rites a three-fold peace was 
established. The first peace, which is the most important, is that which comes 
within the souls of men when they realize their relationship, their oneness, with 
the universe and all its Powers, and when they realize that at the center of the 
universe dwells Wakan-Tanka*, and this center is really everywhere, it is within 
each of us. This is the real Peace, and the others are but reflections of this. The 
second peace is that which is made between two individuals, and the third is that 
which is made between two nations. But above all you should understand that 
there can never be peace between nations until there is first known that true 
peace which, as I have often said, is within the souls of men." 
 

~Black Elk in The Sacred Pipe 
 
*"Wakan-Tanka" does not translate easily. Literally, close to “Great Energy,” 
which includes a concept like “Creator.”  
 


