
Worship Sharing:  10-24-23 
“Friends Community” 

“A Friends meeting is intended to be so much more than a loose association of individuals on separate 
and private spiritual journeys. Friends are called to be a faith community, seeking to know each other 
“in that which is Eternal” as we journey together. Ideally we acknowledge that our primary relationship 
is to God and to that of God in each other. We let go of the idea that we have only private lives and hold 
ourselves accountable to the authority of the Spirit in the life of the meeting. We grow in a sense of 
responsibility for each other and become part of a gathered community.” 

Margery Mears Larrabee  2007 

“As Friends we believe that love is the unifying force in human relations. Let us understand what 

brotherly love is and what it is not. Love is not self-seeking; it is self-giving. Love does not try to make up 

a deficiency in that of God in another from an overabundance of divinity in ourselves; it opens us to the 

divine Light in him and rejoices in it. Love does not mean agreeing on all questions of belief, values, or 

rules of conduct; it means accepting with humility and forbearance such differences as cannot be 

resolved by open and patient give-and-take. Love does not recreate our brother in our image; it 

recreates us both in relation to each other, united like limbs of one body yet each distinctly himself.” 

 

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 

1969 

“We know ourselves as individuals but only because we live in community. Love, trust, fellowship, 
selflessness are all mediated to us through our interdependence. Just as we could not live physically 
without each other, we cannot live spiritually in isolation. We are individually free but also communally 
bound. We cannot act without affecting others and others cannot act without affecting us. We know 
ourselves as we are reflected in the faces, action and attitudes of each other.” 

Janet Scott 
1980 

Queries 
 
How do these quotes speak to you? 
 
How can becoming part of a “gathered community” function as a spiritual deepening practice? 
 
How does this spirit fare among us? 
 

 


