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“that which is eterna

Friends, meet together and know one another in that which is eternal, which was before the
world was.

George Fox, 1657

One of the unexpected things | have learnt in my life as a Quaker is that religion is basically
about relationships between people. This was an unexpected discovery, because | had been
brought up to believe that religion was essentially about our relationship with God.

If we are sensitive, we find that everything that happens to us, good or bad, can help us to build
a vision of the meaning of life. We can be helped to be sensitive by reading the Bible and being
open to experience of nature, music, books, painting, sport or whatever our particular interest
may be. It is in and through all things that we hear God speaking to us. But | do not think | am
alone in my certainty that it’s in my relationships with people that the deepest religious truths
are most vividly disclosed.

George Gorman, 1982

In worship we have our neighbours to right and left, before and behind, yet the Eternal
Presence is over all and beneath all. Worship does not consist in achieving a mental state of
concentrated isolation from one’s fellows. But in the depth of common worship it is as if we
found our separate lives were all one life, within whom we live and move and have our being.

Thomas R Kelly, 1938

Queries
How do these quotes speak to your condition?

Have you found as Gorman states “that religion is basically about relationships between
people”? How does this speak in your experience of daily life?

How do you experience knowing another “in that which is eternal”?



