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Peace (from across the pond) 

 

The peace testimony is about deeds not creeds; not a form of words but a way of living. It is the 

cumulative lived witness of generations of Quakers… The peace testimony is not about being 

nice to people and living so that everyone likes us. It will remain a stumbling block and will itself 

cause conflict and disagreement. The peace testimony is a tough demand that we should not 

automatically accept the categories, definitions and priorities of the world. We look to the 

Spirit, rather than to prescriptive hypothetical statements. The peace testimony, today, is seen 

in what we do, severally and together, with our lives. We pray for the involvement of the Spirit 

with us, that we may work for a more just world. We need to train to wage peace. 

London Yearly Meeting, 1993 

Conscientious objection is not a total repudiation of force; it is a refusal to surrender moral 

responsibility for one’s action. 

Kenneth C Barnes, 1987 

The first Friends had an apocalyptic vision of the world transformed by Christ and they set 

about to make it come true. The present generation of Quakers shares this conviction of the 

power of the spirit, but it is doubtful whether it will transform the world in our lifetime, or in 

that of our children or children’s children. For us it is not so important when the perfect world 

will be achieved or what it will be like. What matters is living our lives in the power of love and 

not worrying too much about the results. In doing this, the means become part of the end. 

Hence we lose the sense of helplessness and futility in the face of the world’s crushing 

problems. We also lose the craving for success, always focusing on the goal to the exclusion of 

the way of getting there. We must literally not take too much thought for the morrow but 

throw ourselves whole-heartedly into the present. That is the beauty of the way of love; it 

cannot be planned and its end cannot be foretold. 

Wolf Mendl, 1974 

 

Queries 

How do these quotes speak to your condition? 

Do you find the Peace Testimony “a way of living” where “the means become part of the 

end”? 

Can we find hope by standing aside from the “craving for success” and instead “throw 

ourselves whole-heartedly into the present”? 


