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A Foundation 

 

“There is a principle which is pure, placed in the human mind, which in different places and ages hath 

had different names. It is, however, pure and proceeds from God. It is deep and inward, confined to no 

forms of religion nor excluded from any, where the heart stands in perfect sincerity. In whomsoever this 

takes root and grows, of what nation soever, they become brethren.” 

John Woolman, 1746 

“And as many candles lighted, and put in one place, do greatly augment the light, and make it more to 

shine forth, so when many are gathered together into the same life, there is more of the glory of God, 

and his power appears, to the refreshment of each individual; for that he partakes not only of the light 

and life raised in himself, but in all the rest. 

Robert Barclay, Apology, 1676 

“My faith is firm in the blessed, the eternal doctrine preached by Jesus and by every child of God since 

the creation of the world, especially the great truth that God is the teacher of his people himself; the 

doctrine that Jesus most emphatically taught, that the kingdom is with man, that there is his sacred and 

divine temple.” 

Lucretia Mott (1793–1880), 

“When I came into the silent assemblies of God’s people, I felt a secret power among them, which 

touched my heart; and as I gave way unto it I found the evil weakening in me and the good raised up; 

and so I became thus knit and united unto them, hungering more and more after the increase of this 

power and life whereby I might feel myself perfectly redeemed…”     

        Robert Barclay, Apology, 1676 

 

Queries 

Which of these quotes speak to you? 

How do these quotes speak to your understanding or experience of “the Light Within”? 

In what ways do these thoughts resonate with your experience of our gatherings? 

 

 

 

 


