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Social Justice 

 

"My activism did not spring from my being gay, or, for that matter, from my being black. Rather, it is 

rooted fundamentally in my Quaker upbringing and the values that were instilled in me by my 

grandparents who reared me." 

Bayard Rustin 

"If we desire a society in which men are brothers, then we must act towards one another with 

brotherhood. If we can build such a society, then we would have achieved the ultimate goal of human 

freedom."  

Bayard Rustin 

"To say we love God as unseen and at the same time exercise cruelty toward the least creature moving 

by His life or by life derived from Him, was a contradiction in itself."  

John Woolman 

"Let us no longer be blinded by the dim theology that only in the far seeing vision discovers a 

millennium, when violence shall no more be heard in the land wasting nor destruction in her borders; 

but let us behold it now, nigh at the door lending faith and confidence to our hopes, assuring us that 

even we ourselves shall be instrumental in proclaiming liberty to the captive."  

Lucretia Mott 

 

Queries 

In what way do these quotes speak to you? 

These Friends speak to a call for justice in their present time.  What helps you to begin to “behold it 

now”? 

What sustains you and provides hope for this justice? 

 

 

 


