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Ministry 
 
 
 
Ministry is what is on one’s soul, and it can be in direct contradiction to what is on one’s mind. 
It’s what the Inner Light gently pushes you toward or suddenly dumps in your lap. It is rooted in 
the eternity, divinity, and selflessness of the Inner Light; not in the worldly, egoistic functions of 
the conscious mind. 

Marrianne McMullen, 1987 

All true ministry springs from the reality of experience, and uses our gifts of heart and mind in 
its expression. But ministry is not the place for intellectual exercise. It comes through us, not 
from us. Although we interpret the Spirit it is that Spirit which will lead us to minister. The Spirit 
will decide which experiences are relevant and which will speak to the condition of the 
meeting. If you have to decide whether it is right to speak, consider that it isn’t. If your words 
are important the meeting will find them anyway. 

Exploring the fundamental elements of Quakerism, 1986 

When I sit down in meeting I recall whatever may have struck me freshly during the past week. 
This is in part, initially at least, a voluntary and outward act… It means that the will is given up to 
service; and it is quite possible to stop everything by taking an opposite attitude. So thoughts 
suggest themselves – a text that has smitten one during the week – new light on a phrase – a 
verse of poetry – some incident, private or public. These pass before the door whence shines the 
heavenly light. Are they transfigured? Sometimes, yes; sometimes, no. If nothing flames, silence 
is my portion. 

John William Graham, 1920 

Queries 

How do these quotes speak to your experience? 

Have you ever felt led to deliver an unexpected message? 

How do you discern the moment to rise and speak in meeting? 


