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Harmony

“What is salvation? Salvation, for me, is the coming into harmony with the song God is singing. | can only
express it as a musical metaphor. There’s something visceral and non-verbal about it. If you’ve ever been
trying to come into harmony and you’ve not been in harmony and then you are, you know what | mean.
It is not an event, it is a place, it is happening always anew, and yet it’s a place to reside. When | find the
center, when | am still and open, | find myself in that harmony, and since time is not a property of God,
when | am there, | am adjacent to eternity... “

Brian Drayton 2005

And as many candles lighted, and put in one place, do greatly augment the light, and make it more to
shine forth, so when many are gathered together into the same life, there is more of the glory of God,
and his power appears, to the refreshment of each individual; for that he partakes not only of the light
and life raised in himself, but in all the rest.

Robert Barclay, Apology, 1676

“Our witness is that the Kingdom of God is among us now, accessible to all who will allow it to re-orient
and guide their lives. You and | and any who wish to join us can live in a profoundly different way, and we
don’t have to wait for permission from some human authority to do so. Our meeting communities are
the primary locus for this witness—but only when we learn to love one another. That means loving the
Friend who annoys me most, whose spiritual vocabulary sets my teeth on edge, who is most different
from me or most challenging to me. That means loving all those who call themselves Friends who have
adopted the pastoral system, or call themselves evangelicals, or seem to be stuck in old-fashioned ways
of speaking and dressing, or who seem to be more concerned about their political activism than their
spiritual health. If we can’t love one another, we have no ground on which to stand for witnessing to the
rest of the world that they can and should love one another across much more profound divisions.”

Lloyd Lee Wilson 2006

Queries
How do these quotes speak to you?

How do we stand as witness to this harmony?






